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The Pantanal and Gran Chaco represent two ecologically distinct yet interconnected landscapes—the 
world’s largest tropical wetland and one of the most extensive dry forests—which, together, help conserve 
biodiversity, store carbon, regulate water flows, and provide critical habitat for a wide array of species.

The Pew Charitable Trusts is working alongside national and regional governments, partner organizations, 
local communities, and Indigenous peoples in Bolivia and Brazil to solidify and expand protection of the 
region’s extraordinary biodiversity, as well as to promote sustainable land uses that support local residents’ 
livelihoods. And Pew is also beginning to expand this collaborative work into northern Argentina.

About The Pew Charitable Trusts
Founded in 1948, Pew is a nonpartisan philanthropic organization that uses data to make a difference, 
addressing the challenges of a changing world by illuminating issues, creating common ground, and 
advancing ambitious strategies that lead to tangible progress.

Pew works closely with governments, civic organizations, Indigenous communities, and research institutions 
that share our commitment to conservation, public service, and evidence-based decision-making. These 
partnerships combine essential expertise, local knowledge, and effective leadership to advance solutions that 
work within local cultural, policy, and environmental contexts.

The San Miguel River flows through the Ñembi Guasu Conservation Area in Bolivia’s Gran Chaco forest. Pedro Laguna for The Pew Charitable Trusts



Pew’s work in Bolivia
Pew’s efforts in Bolivia focus on the Pantanal and Gran Chaco regions, including key watersheds, Indigenous 
territories, and protected areas. In collaboration with our partners, this work centers on four interconnected 
priorities.

	• Strengthening protected areas: Improving the effective management of national, regional, and local 
protected areas. 

	• Creating new protected territories: Securing new conservation designations that expand protections in 
Bolivia.

	• Advancing Indigenous governance: Supporting Indigenous peoples in strengthening their own 
territorial governance and management systems. 

	• Developing sustainable finance: Supporting the design and implementation of long-term financing 
mechanisms to ensure that conservation efforts will be ongoing and lasting.

Pew’s partners in Bolivia
	• Fundación CERAI: Strengthens community livelihoods and promotes water management and 

conservation of Indigenous territories while encouraging residents’ participation and respecting local 
culture.

	• FUNDESNAP (Fundación para el Desarrollo del Sistema Nacional de Áreas Protegidas): Strengthens 
Bolivia’s protected areas system through technical and financial support. 

	• Fundación Natura Bolivia: Benefits families by advancing water source conservation, supporting local 
and regional protected areas, and strengthening climate resilience through nature-based solutions 
involving local stakeholders.

	• NATIVA: Advances transnational integrated climate solutions by connecting conservation, governance, 
and sustainable development while strengthening local capacity and partnerships for lasting impact.

	• ORE—Organización de Apoyo Legal y Social: Supports the rights of Indigenous peoples in Bolivia’s 
lowlands by strengthening self-governance and conserving shared natural resources.

	• WWF Bolivia: Works on biodiversity conservation and sustainable resource management across 
priority landscapes—ecologically important areas designated as a conservation priority—to ensure 
climate resilience, community well-being, and lasting protections.

The stretch of the Pilcomayo River near the municipality of Villa Montes in southern Bolivia.  
Pedro Laguna for The Pew Charitable Trusts
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Figure 1

Areas Where Pew Is Helping to Protect the Gran Chaco Dry Forest and 
the Pantanal in Bolivia

Base map data: Natural  
Earth; OpenStreetMap

Protected areas and Indigenous territories supported by Pew in Bolivia 

1 Kaa-Iya del Gran Chaco National Park 9 Ñembi Guasu Conservation Area

2 Otuquis National Park 10 Guajukaka Wildlife Area

3 San Matías Integrated Management Natural Area 11 Irenda Guaraní Water Management Area

4 El Cardón Natural Park 12 Yande Yarɨ Integrated Management Area

5 Tucabaca Valley Wildlife Reserve 13 Pantanal Indigenous Territory

6 Sunsas Wildlife Reserve 14 Weenhayek Indigenous Territory

7 Pilaya Canyon Natural Monument 15 Rincón del Tigre Indigenous Territory

8 Pilcomayo River Ecological Corridor  16 Charagua Iyambae Guaraní Indigenous
Autonomous Territory
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Contact: Luisa Bilbao Vignaud, communications officer 
Email: lbilbao@pewtrusts.org 
Project website: pew.org/pantanalchaco 

Founded in 1948, The Pew Charitable Trusts uses data to make a difference. Pew addresses the challenges of a changing 
world by illuminating issues, creating common ground, and advancing ambitious projects that lead to tangible progress.

For more information, please visit: 
pew.org/pantanalchaco

Notes: This map illustrates the intersection of national parks, municipal reserves, and autonomous Indigenous territories within the 
Bolivian portion of the Gran Chaco and Pantanal biomes. The boundaries and designations reflect official national, departmental, 
and municipal creation decrees enacted through April 2026.

Sources: ANA, Base Hidrográfica Ottocodificada; GADT, Propuestas Técnicas: Área de Protección Pilcomayo y Área Protegida 
Departamental Cañón de Pilaya; GAMSL, Monumento Natural y Reserva Ecoturística Cañón de Pilaya; GAMSM, Polígono de la 
Serranía de Sunsas; GAIOC Charagua Iyambae, Bases de Datos Territoriales de Ñembi Guasu, Guajukaka, Irenda y Yande Yari; 
GeoBolivia, Mapa de Territorios Indígena Originario Campesinos (TIOCs), 2021; Natural Earth, Global River and Lake Centerlines, 
v5.0.0; MADES Paraguay, Base de Datos Hidrográfica Nacional; SDSN Bolivia, Protected Area Profiles
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Notes: This map illustrates the intersection of national parks, 
municipal reserves, and autonomous indigenous territories within 
the Bolivian portion of the Gran Chaco and Pantanal biomes. The 
boundaries and designations reflect official national, departmental, 
and municipal creation decrees enacted through April 2026.

Sources: ANA, Base Hidrográfica Otimizada; GADT, Propuestas 
Técnicas: Área de Protección Pilcomayo y Área Protegida 
Departamental Cañón de Pilaya; GAMSL, Monumento Natural 
y Reserva Ecoturística Cañón de Pilaya; GAMSM, Polígono de la 
Serranía de Sunsas; GAIOC Charagua Iyambae, Bases de Datos 
Territoriales de Ñembi Guasu, Guajukaka, Irenda y Yande Yari; 
GeoBolivia, Mapa de Territorios Indígena Originario Campesinos 
(TIOCs), 2021; Natural Earth, Global River and Lake Centerlines, 
v5.0.0; MADES Paraguay, Base de Datos Hidrográfica Nacional; 
SDSN Bolivia, Protected Area Profiles
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Protected areas and Indigenous territories  
supported by Pew in Bolivia 

1 Kaa-Iya del Gran Chaco National Park

2 Otuquis National Park

3 San Matías Integrated Management Natural Area

4 El Cardón Natural Park

5 Tucabaca Valley Wildlife Reserve

6 Sunsas Wildlife Reserve

7 Pilaya Canyon Natural Monument

8 Pilcomayo River Ecological Corridor

9 Ñembi Guasu Conservation Area

10 Guajukaka Wildlife Area

11 Irenda Guaraní Water Management Area

12 Yande Yarɨ Integrated Management Area

13 Pantanal Indigenous Territory

14 Weenhayek Indigenous Territory

15 Rincón del Tigre Indigenous Territory

 16 Charagua Iyambae Guaraní Indigenous
Autonomous Territory
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